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End of Cour se Assessments (Exams)

End of Course Assessments for the first semestebsvadministered on January 19 (hours 1 anda2judry 20
(hours 3 and 4), and January 21 (hours 5 and &}laRd High School hours on these days will bé718:30 a.m.
Lunch will not be provided on any of the three asgsgent days. Bus transportation will be availabl£0:30 a.m. on
each of these three days (buses will depart frardigh School at 10:35 a.m.).

Studying for End of Cour se Assessments (Exams)
As we head towards Exams, here are some tips fier@ounseling Department on how to prepare:

» Organize class notes/notebook if they have onenganaterials are together.

» Have your student find out if the teacher is wgtthe exam from old tests or stressing the usddaksts. |If
so, have your student get old tests in order ardicthat the correct answers are written in. Whlishelp
since major concepts are on tests.

» Find out if your student has a review sheet toilleifout and check to see that it is done.

» Ifitis a terminology-filled test, help studeneate flash cards.

» Begin studying small amounts on a nightly basis.

* Remind your student to listen to what the teactresses to study for the exam and write it down.

» Use class time to seriously review when given thence.

» For math classes, practice the step-by-step procesdve problems. Use example problems in thibtmk.

Second Semester Schedules

Second Semester student schedules will be givstutients on Monday, January 25. Any and all sdeedu
adjustments that need to be made for second semastebe made by Friday, January 29. No scheijiestments
will be allowed after that time. If your studestin need of a schedule adjustment, contact thesg&ding Office at
647-2981.

Non-School Day

Friday, January 22, 2010 will be a non-attendaragefdr students in Portland Public Schools. Onntioening of that
date, teachers and staff will be involved in prsfesal development opportunities, while the aftermof that date is
set aside as a “Records Day”.

Report Cards
First semester report cards will be mailed hamall students/parents on January 29, 2010.

Testing Out

The Board of Education of Portland Public Schoolshawledges that some students may have acquialé&dge or
skills at levels that would allow them to demoni&tra reasonable degree of mastery without takiegifipd courses.
Portland High School students may request an oppitytto demonstrate such mastery either throughitten
examination or other culminating experience norynadserved for students upon completion of a claserred to as
“testing out”. Further testing out language carfcamd in the Parent-Student Handbook. The nestirtg out period
is during the final exam period at the end of tihet 6emester. A student who wishes to attemtagbout of a class
must file a request ten (10) days before the eritdeo§emester.

Winter Fest 2010
Friday, February 19, will be celebrated as WintetR910 at Portland High School, culminating a wieslg series of
activities. WinterFest royalty will be presentddalftime of the basketball game versus Perry.

Absence Reminder
The Attendance Office would like to remind parewtsontact the Attendance Office on the day oldett’s
absence. If contact cannot be made that day,eaanatall the next morning is necessary.



National Honor Society News

Attention, all PHS sophomores, juniors, and seniotls a cumulative GPA of 3.333 or higher: Lettaifi be going
home in late February inviting you to apply formigership in the Claudia Keusch Chapter of the Matiéionor
Society. Invitation to apply does not automaticalhsure acceptance; you must follow the instrustmmthe forms
and meet all requirements. If you do not receilettar by the end of February and you believe yYaBA qualifies
you for an invitation or you have any NHS questj@see Mrs. Honsowitz by February 26 or call heég4at-2981.

Michigan Merit Exam/PLAN

The month of March will bring upon us the time thranister the Michigan Merit Examination (MME) t6 emembers
of the Junior class (Class of 2011). Additionadliy, members of the Sophomore class (Class of 2@1Pbe
administered the PLAN assessment (the pre-ACT siseBsd). These are timed assessments, assessiighENgth,
Reading, and Science knowledge and skills.

All members of the Class of 2011 cohort will be amistered the State of Michigan mandated MichigaariM
Examination (MME) on March 9, 10, and 11, 2010 frér80 until approximately 12:30 depending on the ddis
three day test includes the ACT, WorkKeys, and giah components. Make-up dates are March 23-2K).20

All members of the Class of 2012 cohort will be amistered the PLAN test on March 12, 2010 from 713000 a.m.
****Due to the strict nature of the administrationles for the ACT/MME, there will be no school fiudents of
Portland High School that are not testing. Asraineler, Portland Public Schools Board of Educatemuires all
students to “participate in good faith” in the MNtEorder to participate in commencement exercises graduating
year. On the days of testing, testing studenté$raecto leave at the conclusion of that daysngstr may wait at
school for the bus to pick them up at 2:15 p.m. IINeches will be served.

Music Notes

The Annual Day of Music is Saturday, February 2@ Performance and Craft Show Applications ar¢he
Raider Band website, which is linked off districtlsite. www.portlandk12.org/portlandhighschool/raiderband/
Applications are due by Feb 15. In addition, tep pand will be performing this month on tHeahd 23 at the
Varsity Basketball Games.

PHS Student Council

The First Annual PHS Talent Show will be held dgr8f hour on January 29. The event will showcase &tyaof
talents, from serious musical performances to hom®choreographed routines. Any students whonéeesisted in
participating should sign up in the high schoolasf

Consumer Electronics

As we roll out of the holiday period, we are seedngumber of high-end/high-cost electronic devioeschool. Ipods,
digital cameras, and cell phones are being browgsthool by a large number of students. If yooose to bring
these items to school, please be aware that tleeryadito be utilized during class time and you alare responsible
for its security. Your best bet is to leave thigsms at home; however, if you choose to bring thitvey must be kept
in your locker turned off.

Counselor Corner

* Financial Aid Night is Wednesday, January 13, 28tLl® p.m. in the High School auditorium. The Dicgaif
Financial Aid from Montcalm Community College wile here to explain the Free Application for FedStaldent

Aid (FAFSA) and answer your questions. The presiemtas geared toward parents of seniors, but pgamjuniors
are welcome as well!

« LCC classes start Januaf{. Students taking an LCC class for second semsisterd buy their books and attend
an orientation (if necessary) before classes start.

» Did you miss the College 101 presentation we haleaHigh School in October? Dr. Bernier will begenting
again on Tuesday, January"tffom 6:30 — 8:30pm at St. Pat’s. This is freer Rore information or to register,
please call St. Pat's school office (647-7551)@pbgline towww.portlandstpats.com

e Teen Intervenés a program designed for teens that are expénigmaild to moderate problems related to alcohol
or drugs. Contact the lonia County Health Depantna¢ 616-527-5341 for more information.

« College Goal Sunday is Sunday, Februa’), 2010. This event is an opportunity to have agssibnal financial
aid person help you fill out your student’s FAFS#rh for college. Contact the guidance office if y¥blike more
information. 647-2981.
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P Teen privacy

Does your child sometimes close
herself in her room? It’s normal for
teens to want time alone to think,
listen to music, or talk on the phone.

with a few guidelines (don’t lock the
door, open it when a parent knocks).

»Talk about school

Show interest in what your high
schooler is learning by asking spe-
cific questions. Instead of, “What'd
you do in school today?” try, “What
did you work on in biology?” As you
look through papers he brings home,
get him to “teach” you about an
interesting topic (“So, what exactly
is DNA?").

» Shoplifting warning

Some teens think stealing is a harm-
less thrill. They may be dared by
friends to try it (or 1o distract store
clerks while their friends do i0).
Make sure your children understand
that taking anything without paying
for it is dishonest and illegal. Remind
them that if they shoplift, they could
be arrested.

P Worth gquoting

“Don’t judge each day by the harvest
you reap but by the seeds that you
plant.”

Robert Louis Stevenson

» Just for fun

0: What has a head and foot but no
arms?

A: A bed.

Try to give her the privacy she needs, |-
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g Worki

Your child probably spends
about six hours a day in class.
Encourage him to make the
most of that time by being
prepared, paying attention,
and raking part in class dis-
cussions. Share these tips.

Be prepared. Encourage
your-high-schooler to do
homework on time and
keep up with outside read-
ing. When he is familiar
with the material, he'll be
able to follow lectures more
closely and understand the
points being made. Plus,
he’ll be more likely to know the answers
if the teacher calls on him with a
question.

Pay attention. Remind your child to
listen carefully throughout class. One
good way is to take notes, as writing
down key points will help him stay
focused on what the teacher is saying.
Does he talk in class or daydream?
Recommend that he sit close to the

Project planning'

Make class time couni
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front—and away from friends—so he’s
not distracted.

Join in. Participating in classroom dis-
cussions shows the teacher that your
child understands the material. Suggest
that he ask questions or add his own
comments. You can give him confidence
to raise his hand at school by valuing
the opinions he expresses at home.
(“That’s a very good point. Have you
mentioned that idea in class?™)

ideas for getting started:

assignment books.

thinks will work best.

kschool}. é

‘When your teen has a group project, being orga-
nized can make all the difference. Suggest these

B Get everyone’s phone number and e-mail
address. Group members might put numbers in
their cell phones or write e-mail addresses in their

B At the first meeting, go over the project. Discuss
ideas for the format (poster, video, debate), and decide on one that everybody

B Have each team member volunieer for a task (research a section, design a
brochure, write a script). Set due dates for each job.

B Decide where and when the group will meet (at the library, Thursdays after

e




