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End of Course Assessments (Exams) 
End of Course Assessments for the first semester will be administered on January 19 (hours 1 and 2), January 20 
(hours 3 and 4), and January 21 (hours 5 and 6).  Portland High School hours on these days will be 7:30-10:30 a.m.  
Lunch will not be provided on any of the three assessment days.  Bus transportation will be available at 10:30 a.m. on 
each of these three days (buses will depart from the High School at 10:35 a.m.). 
 
Studying for End of Course Assessments (Exams) 
As we head towards Exams, here are some tips from the Counseling Department on how to prepare: 

• Organize class notes/notebook if they have one so unit materials are together. 
• Have your student find out if the teacher is writing the exam from old tests or stressing the use of old tests.  If 

so, have your student get old tests in order and check that the correct answers are written in.  This will help 
since major concepts are on tests. 

• Find out if your student has a review sheet to be filled out and check to see that it is done. 
• If it is a terminology-filled test, help student create flash cards. 
• Begin studying small amounts on a nightly basis. 
• Remind your student to listen to what the teacher stresses to study for the exam and write it down. 
• Use class time to seriously review when given the chance. 
• For math classes, practice the step-by-step process to solve problems. Use example problems in the textbook. 

 
Second Semester Schedules 
Second Semester student schedules will be given to students on Monday, January 25.  Any and all schedule 
adjustments that need to be made for second semester must be made by Friday, January 29.  No schedule adjustments 
will be allowed after that time.  If your student is in need of a schedule adjustment, contact the Counseling Office at 
647-2981. 
 
Non-School Day 
Friday, January 22, 2010 will be a non-attendance day for students in Portland Public Schools.  On the morning of that 
date, teachers and staff will be involved in professional development opportunities, while the afternoon of that date is 
set aside as a “Records Day”. 
 
Report Cards 
First semester report cards will be mailed home to all students/parents on January 29, 2010. 
 
Testing Out 
The Board of Education of Portland Public Schools acknowledges that some students may have acquired knowledge or 
skills at levels that would allow them to demonstrate a reasonable degree of mastery without taking specified courses.  
Portland High School students may request an opportunity to demonstrate such mastery either through a written 
examination or other culminating experience normally reserved for students upon completion of a class, referred to as 
“testing out”.  Further testing out language can be found in the Parent-Student Handbook.  The next testing out period 
is during the final exam period at the end of the first semester.  A student who wishes to attempt to test out of a class 
must file a request ten (10) days before the end of the semester. 
 
WinterFest 2010 
Friday, February 19, will be celebrated as WinterFest 2010 at Portland High School, culminating a week-long series of 
activities.  WinterFest royalty will be presented at halftime of the basketball game versus Perry. 
 
Absence Reminder 
The Attendance Office would like to remind parents to contact the Attendance Office on the day of a student’s 
absence.  If contact cannot be made that day, a note or call the next morning is necessary. 



National Honor Society News 
Attention, all PHS sophomores, juniors, and seniors with a cumulative GPA of 3.333 or higher: Letters will be going 
home in late February inviting  you to apply for membership in the Claudia Keusch Chapter of the National Honor 
Society. Invitation to apply does not automatically ensure acceptance; you must follow the instructions on the forms 
and meet all requirements. If you do not receive a letter by the end of February and you believe your GPA qualifies 
you for an invitation or you have any NHS questions, see Mrs. Honsowitz by February 26 or call her at 647-2981.  
 

Michigan Merit Exam/PLAN 

The month of March will bring upon us the time to administer the Michigan Merit Examination (MME) to all members 
of the Junior class (Class of 2011).  Additionally, all members of the Sophomore class (Class of 2012) will be 
administered the PLAN assessment (the pre-ACT assessment).  These are timed assessments, assessing English, Math, 
Reading, and Science knowledge and skills.   
All members of the Class of 2011 cohort will be administered the State of Michigan mandated Michigan Merit 
Examination (MME) on March 9, 10, and 11, 2010 from 7:30 until approximately 12:30 depending on the day. This 
three day test includes the ACT, WorkKeys, and Michigan components.  Make-up dates are March 23-25, 2010. 
All members of the Class of 2012 cohort will be administered the PLAN test on March 12, 2010 from 7:30-11:00 a.m.  
****Due to the strict nature of the administration rules for the ACT/MME, there will be no school for students of 
Portland High School that are not testing.  As a reminder, Portland Public Schools Board of Education requires all 
students to “participate in good faith” in the MME in order to participate in commencement exercises their graduating 
year.  On the days of testing, testing students are free to leave at the conclusion of that days testing, or may wait at 
school for the bus to pick them up at 2:15 p.m.  No lunches will be served. 
  
Music Notes 
The Annual Day of Music is Saturday, February 20, 2010.  Performance and Craft Show Applications are on the 
Raider Band website, which is linked off district website.  www.portlandk12.org/portlandhighschool/raiderband/  
Applications are due by Feb 15.  In addition, the pep band will be performing this month on the 8th and 22nd at the 
Varsity Basketball Games. 
 
PHS Student Council 
The First Annual PHS Talent Show will be held during 6th hour on January 29.  The event will showcase a variety of 
talents, from serious musical performances to humorous choreographed routines.  Any students who are interested in 
participating should sign up in the high school office. 
 
Consumer Electronics 
As we roll out of the holiday period, we are seeing a number of high-end/high-cost electronic devices in school.  Ipods, 
digital cameras, and cell phones are being brought to school by a large number of students.  If you choose to bring 
these items to school, please be aware that they are not to be utilized during class time and you alone are responsible 
for its security.  Your best bet is to leave these items at home; however, if you choose to bring them, they must be kept 
in your locker turned off. 
  
Counselor Corner 
• Financial Aid Night is Wednesday, January 13, 2010 at 7 p.m. in the High School auditorium. The Director of 
Financial Aid from Montcalm Community College will be here to explain the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) and answer your questions. The presentation is geared toward parents of seniors, but parents of juniors 
are welcome as well! 
• LCC classes start January 9th. Students taking an LCC class for second semester should buy their books and attend 
an orientation (if necessary) before classes start. 
• Did you miss the College 101 presentation we had at the High School in October? Dr. Bernier will be presenting 
again on Tuesday, January 19th from 6:30 – 8:30pm at St. Pat’s. This is free.  For more information or to register, 
please call St. Pat’s school office (647-7551) or go online to www.portlandstpats.com. 
• Teen Intervene is a program designed for teens that are experiencing mild to moderate problems related to alcohol 
or drugs.  Contact the Ionia County Health Department at 616-527-5341 for more information. 
• College Goal Sunday is Sunday, February 14th, 2010. This event is an opportunity to have a professional financial 
aid person help you fill out your student’s FAFSA form for college. Contact the guidance office if you’d like more 
information. 647-2981. 




